East-West School of International Studies
Top 10 Questions from New & Prospective Families

What is the Principal’s educational philosophy?

We believe all children can learn. We have high expectations for every child to learn and achieve to the best of his/her ability. At East-West, we believe in rigorous and differentiated instruction to teach students the skills necessary for success in college and careers in a world in which Asia continues to grow in importance. At the heart of our classrooms you will see teachers and students involved in all components of the workshop model to achieve the Common Core Learning Standards.

What is average class size?

25 to 30 students. Children who are in SETSS classes are in small classes with a teacher-student ratio of 1 to 8.

How does East-West prepare students for college?

Through our grade 6-12 design, teachers can monitor and support the academic growth of each student for as long as seven years. As a small school, staff members can form strong bonds with each student and encourage their individual areas of growth. Teachers incorporate rigor into their lesson plans by using the Common Core Learning Standards. 
High school and middle school students are expected to take the Regents exams, including the Language Regents, and we encourage students to achieve the Advanced Regents Diploma with Honors. 11th and 12th graders can take free college courses for credit at Queens College through the College Now program.
What after-school programs does East-West offer?
2011-2012: Model United Nations, Student Government, Literacy Lab, Yearbook Club, Diamond Dance Team, Soccer, Judo, Basketball, Handball, Korean Pop Dance Club, Chinese Calligraphy, Key Club International, Planet Eco-Green Solutions, Friends of Rachel Club, OST Homework Help, Peer Mediation, Fitness Club, Photography Club

What percentage of teachers have their Master’s Degree/pursuing Master’s Degree?

100% of our teachers have their Bachelor’s Degree, 81% have Master’s Degrees, and 3% have Doctoral Degrees.

How does East-West support parents?

As a small school, we keep in close contact with our parents. We hold PTA meetings on the first Saturday of every month. Parents are encouraged to participate in School Leadership Team to understand and have input on major school decisions. The PTA publishes a monthly newsletter called Parent Connections. We also offer a variety of updated resources on our website: http://www.ewsis.org. 
This year, we were able to visit the homes of our incoming 6th and 9th grade families to form a unique connection. Our main office has a parent resource center where parents can find important information. We have on-site translators throughout the school day to assist with communication. All students are provided with a free planner to help parents track assignments and daily homework.
Each parent is given a PupilPath username and password that allows him or her to access important student data. Families can log on to check attendance, grades, and teacher comments at their convenience.
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What is the uniform policy?

We are a shared space school. Having our students in uniform helps us easily identify who belongs on our floor and who doesn’t. Uniforms allow students to focus on academics and decrease social rivalries and competition that are often based on physical attire.

· Official EWSIS Embroidered Logo Royal Blue or Black Polo Shirt
· DRESS PANTS/SKIRTS Black, Blue or Khaki (purchased at local clothing store)
· Solid color tights in Black, Dark Blue, Off White or White may be worn with skirts
· Official EWSIS Embroidered Logo Black, fleece, Sweatshirt or Sweater
· High school seniors can wear a special Senior hoodie.
Who qualifies for yellow bus service or MetroCards?

Yellow bus service: There is yellow bus service only for 6th graders who live a mile or more from the school and still reside within District 25. Students from any grades who are handicapped and require use bus accommodations can receive yellow bus service.

MetroCards: Children from grades 7 to 12 are not eligible for yellow bus service, but they may be able to receive a MetroCard, depending on their distance from the school. 

How does the East-West middle school language program provide students with diverse linguistic opportunities?

In middle school, students take one year of each language offered at East-West.

6th grade: Japanese

7th grade: Korean

8th grade: Chinese
What if my child wants to focus on and master one Asian language?

In high school, students can choose to major in one of the languages and go on to take a Regents language exam, required for the Advanced Regents diploma with honors.
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NOTE TAKING WORKSHEET

Please use this sheet to take notes during the presentation.

If you have any questions, please write them down and ask them at our Q&A panel. 
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